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What Does The 2008 Mississippi Metal Recycling Law
Mean for Mississippi Recyclers?

1. Definition of Metals - metals regulated by the bill
A. Rail Road Iron - Any rail iron
B. Copper - Any copper, AC coils, and auto radiators not attached to a vehicle.
C. Aluminum - Any cable, bars, rods or tubing of the type used to construct utility,

communication or broadcasting towers, aluminum utility wire (including ACSR),
and aluminum irrigation pipes or tubing.

D. Electrical, communications or utility brass.
E. Stainless steel sinks.
F. Beer kegs
G. Catalytic converters not attached to automobiles
H. Agricultural sprinklers heads, grain bins and utility covers.

2. Metals not covered
A. Apparently other aluminum is not covered by these regulations
B. Apparently other brass is not covered by these regulations
C. Apparently other stainless steel is not covered by these regulations

3. Purchasing restrictions
A. Can only buy beer kegs and soda kegs from distributor.
B. Can only buy AC coils from licensed HVAC contractor.

1. Must get company information as well as selling individual's
information.
2. No pay cash paid, even to commercial vendors. Must mail check to
business address of the company and made out only to the company.
3. Must have documentation that the company is an HVAC company and
seller is an employee of that company.
4. No purchase of cemetery bronze without permission from the cemetery
and local law enforcement
5. No purchase regulated metal from a person under eighteen
6. No purchase of regulated metal after 6pm

4, Required Records
A. Name, address and age of the person selling the metal as listed on their ID
B. Date and location of each purchase
C. Weight, general description and price of each transaction
D. Vehicle tag, state issuing he tag, make and type of auto
E. Picture of the person receiving consideration
F. Picture of the metal
G. Must maintain records for two years
H. Any law enforcement official can scan records during open hours



I. Failure to maintain records is prima facia evidence that the person receiving the
material received it knowing it to be stolen

5. Holding requirements
A. Must hold metal property separate from other purchases
B. Must hold for three business days from date of purchase
C. May be able to compact the metal property for storage provided that adigital

photograph of the metal property is taken prior to storage
D. Any law enforcement officer can inspect stored material

1. An offtcer can place a 15 day hold on material he believes to be stolen
2. An additional 15 day hold can be obtained upon expiration of hold

6. Definition of Personal ID
A. Any govemment issued ID card
B. It's unclear if this includes green cards or work permits

7. No cash transactions for regulated Material
A. Checks only

i. Allows cash for all aluminum and bronze not specifically regulated
ii. Allows cash to sellers who that are commercial vendors

B. Checks must be mailed to the address on the drivers license
C. The law makes no provision for address changes
D. Checks to be held for three calendar days after the transaction

8. Cannot ship out of state unless you are a registered scrap vendor
A. All others will have to register material with the Sheriff s office
B. Sheriff s office must keep these records available for public inspection

9. Willfully and knowingly violating these provisions is a felony
A. Value of metal and any associated damages must be greater than $500
B. Up to 10 year prison sentence and $10,000 fine
C. Liability to purchaser for full recovery for any damages

10. Local communities can impose stricter regulations

11. Must register with the Secretary of State within 60 days

12. These metal regulations do not apply to the following
A. Law enforcement officers acting in an official capacity.
B. Trustee in bankruptcy, executor.
C. Public official acting under a court order
D. Manufacturing, industrial or other commercial vendor that generates or sells

regulated metal property in the ordinary course of its business.


